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TAGS: TGEN, YBIO, PBRO, OCLR, VE, US 
SUBJECT: RESEARCH VESSEL ATLANTIS II 

REF: CARACAS 10582 

1. WHEN WE ELICITED VENEZUELAN NAVY HELP IN COMMUNICATING TO 
ATLANTIS II THAT VENEZUELA SAW NO PROBLEM IN SHIP RETURNING 
TO WORK IN TRENCH OF CARIACO, IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THIS 
STATEMENT HAD BEEN MADE TO US ON BASIS OF A MISUNDERSTANDING. 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TO CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS 

HAD MADE STATEMENT ON BASIS OF HIS PERSONAL EXCHANGE REGARDING 
REQUEST MADE THROUGH AN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION. WHEN THIS 
WAS RECHECKED IT WAS FOUND THAT HIS EARLIER EXCHANGE HAD IN 
FACT INVOLVED JAPANESE SHIP. 

2. WE PREVAILED UPON HIM NONETHELESS TO RAISE NO DIFFICULTY 

ABOUT ATLANTIS II REENTERING. AND HE AGREED, PROVIDED THAT IT FINISHES 

AND DEPARTS BY 6 P.M. DECEMBER 13. WE HAVE COMMUNICATED THIS 
DEADLINE TO ATLANTIS II VIA VENEZUELAN MERCHANT MARINE RADIO. 

3. PER TELCON WITH RICHARD LEROY OF DEPARTMENT'S FISHERIES 
OFFICE, SUGGEST DEPARTMENT ASK WOODS HOLE OCEANOGRAPHIC 
INSTITUTION TO DIRECT ATLANTIS II TO OBSERVE THIS DEADLINE. 
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